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The Juvenile Court Process 
 

Temporary Protective Custody:  Hotline call received and investigation done 

regarding the allegations of abuse and/or neglect.  Request the State’s Attorney to file a 
“Petition for Adjudication of Wardship.” 
 

Shelter Care Hearing/Temporary Custody Hearing:  An emergency hearing 

within 48 hours to determine whether a child is at immediate risk of serious injury and 
must be placed away form the parent.  CASA may be assigned to the case by the judge. 
 

Adjudicatory Hearing:  Trial phase of the juvenile proceeding.  The State must 

establish that the child was abused, neglected, or dependent as alleged in the “Petition 
for Adjudication of Wardship”, and who caused the abuse/neglect.  If the court finds the 
parents abused/neglected the child he/she will admonish the parents to cooperate with 
DCFS, comply with the service plan, and correct the conditions which require the child 
to be in care, or risk termination of parental rights.  If CASA is assigned the report should 
only contain information on the child’s status because this is the trial phase of the 
proceeding. 
 

Ruling & Disposition (R&D):  The court decides whether the children should 

become wards of the court and determines what orders need to be made.  If the CASA 
has been assigned to the case long enough to have made visits, a report should be filed.  
The report should factually report the CASA’s observations of the children, the 
appropriateness of the placement, and recommending any services the child may need.  
 

Permanency Hearing (2-28):  A hearing to review the service plan, progress of the 

parents, best interests of the children, and set new permanency goals and objectives.  
The CASA report should be a detailed objective report outlining observations of the 
children, parents, and foster parents and set forth any recommendations for changes of 
permanency goal and services needed for the children.  The findings portion of the 
report should support the permanency recommendation. 
 

Review/Status Hearing:  Held to update the judge on the progress of the case and 

allow new orders to be put into place.  The CASA report should update the judge on 
observations of the child and parents and making recommendations for further services 
for the child, if needed. 
 

Termination of Parental Rights:  A hearing to terminate the parents’ rights to the 

child and thereby free the child for adoption.  CASA reports are not usually prepared for 
this hearing because this is a trial.  The CASA may be called to be a witness in this 
proceeding.   


